VII
c I AM WITH HAMMOURABI '
October 23rd, 1927.
I receive a letter from Clemenceau:
Paris, October zyth, 1927.
MY DEAR BOY,
Come along and see me one day and exchange a few
profound thoughts:
i- On the etymology of Theos-deus.
2. On two polishersl which have been found on a
large stone near my village.
Ever yours,
G. CLEMENCEAU,
I go to see him in the Rue Franklin. The flat has been
completely redecorated. Wilton carpets and expensive
wallpapers. I enter his room.
CLEMENCEAU: Hullo there! What has become of
you ? Have you turned Poincarist by any chance ?
[I put in front of him on the open book
which he has been reading a neolithic
6 scraper' of flint which I found in the
fields.
1 For several years M. Clemenceau had taken a keen interest in palaeolithic
and neolithic studies. He wrote to me on August 8th, 1925: * Thank you for your
letter painting the joys of your archaeology. I am delighted to tell you that my
joys are just as great, for during a walk in Jeanneney's garden (Jeanneney was a
Senator) near Vesoul, amongst the coarse gravel I made a unique find: a stone
hollowed out into a cup, undoubtedly by the hand of man. I invite you to come
and view it at the beginning of October. We can easily find out where the gravel
came from. I am sure there will be other finds to make.' It is superfluous to add
that there was no trace of man's handiwork on the stone in question.